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The Four-Way Test of things we think, say or 

do: 

Is it the Truth ?                                                      

Is it Fair  to all concerned? 

Will it build Goodwill and better Friendships? 

Will it be Beneficial to all concerned? 

 

OPENING 

President Val Hulsey rang the opening bell at 

7:30 a.m. 

 

John Heilbronner led the flag salute. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  

Jim Carty gave 

the Thought which 

were puns from 

the International 

Pun Contest.  Here 

are a few:   

 Two 

salmon in 

upstream 

pursuit run 

smack into 

a concrete 

wall.  One 

turns to the 

other and says, ñDamò. 

 

 Two hydrogen atoms meet.  One says, 

ñIôve lost my electron.ò  The other says, 

ñAre you sure?ò  The first replies, ñYes, 

Iôm positive.ò 

 

 Did you hear about the Buddhist who 

refused Novocain during a root canal 

extraction?  His goal:  transcend dental 

medication. 

 

VISITING ROT ARIANS AND GUESTS 

Sgt-at-Arms Jerry Dion introduced Rotarian 

Jim Wieschendorff (aka Jim Smith) from Santa 

Rosa East and Velma Weaver of the Student 

Intern program. 

 

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Donôt forget to sign up for the Membership 

Super Seminar on Saturday, August 21
st
 from 

8:45 a.m. ï 2 p.m. at the Wells Fargo Center for 

the Arts. 

  

The Board Meeting will be held on August 12
th
 

from 4 ï 5:30 p.m. at the 

Saddle Club.  District  

Governor Jim Flamson will 

be visiting.  Following from 

5:30 ï 8 p.m. will be a 

cocktail reception.  All 

members, spouses and 

significant others are invited.  

Everyone is encouraged to attend, as we want a 

great showing for Jim and his wife Kathy. 

  

On Tuesday, July 27
th
, Val and Gordon attended 

the Valley of the Moon Villages Association 

meeting.  This is a grass roots non-profit 

organization formed to increase awareness and 

promote tourism here.  Their goal is also to 

facilitate networking among the villagers of Glen 

Ellen and Kenwood.  Val was given the 
opportunity to talk to the group about our Rotary 

Club and, of course, to promote the Raffle.  

Some of their members showed a real interest in 

joining, so Gordon will be following up with 

them. 

http://www.valleyofthemoonrotary.org/


 

Nine members of our club attended the Dutton 

Ranch SCARC dinner on July 29
th
.  Former 

District Governor Kirk Brown  presented some 

awards and our club won a 2009-2010 

Membership Recognition award.  Dave 

Noorthoek 

won a large plant, which he auctioned off at 

todayôs meeting for $30 (probably would have 

croaked at Daveôs place!) (Photo by John Derby) 

 

The Institute for Leadership will be held on 

October 15
th
 & 16

th
 in Windsor.  This is a terrific 

event and well worth your time.  Val has some 

flyers if youôre interested. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No time during the meeting today, but special 

thanks goes out to the new members of Jerry 

Dionôs Set-Up Committee.  Les Robinson has 

been helping for the past several weeks and John 

Brodey and Gary McClernan  have agreed to 

help.  Thanks to everyone who helps hang the 

banners and set up the microphones each week. 

 

DIRECTOR 

REPORTS 

Gordon 

Freedman wants 

us all to get out 

there and talk 

about Rotary.  

Every year there 

is a 10% attrition 

rate due to 

members 

moving, passing 

on, etc, so we need to be promoters.  Most 

Rotarians have one or more of these talents: 

 Salesperson 

 Closure (do the paperwork, etc) 

 Mentor (being involved with new 

members) 

A sign-up sheet went around and he wants to see 

every one of our names on it!! 

 

Vocational Co-

Director Barb 

Spangler reported 

that the first 

baskets of 

vegetables, fruits 

and flowers went 

out at the Sierra 

Youth Center and 

were well-

received. 

 

Jim Spangler 

reported on the 

Rotary Foundation Workshop on August 14
th
 

which is at the Sally Tomatoes Event Center in 

Rohnert Park 

(the old 

Hewlett-Packard 

buildings).   

 

Rich Irwin  
reminded 

everyone that 

the Foundation 

Dinner will be 

on October 23
rd
 

and the guest 

speaker will be 

Past Rotary 

International President Frank Devlyn. 

 

John Derby reported on the Raffle sales as of 

the end of July.  Percentage of tickets sold:  80% 

by Rotarians and 20% through the ad in the AAA 

magazine, VIA.  Top VOM ticket sales were by 

Barb Spangler's, Ron Motta, Frank Sites and 

Mac McHenry's teams.  A sales strategy is to 

encourage people to go onto the website: 

www.valleyofthemoonrotary.org  and click on 

the picture of the ship. 

http://www.valleyofthemoonrotary.org/


 

And remember, winning salesperson gets points 

toward their Paul Harris. 

 

Val reported that she attended her first Bunco 

game and had fun.   Next monthôs Bunco is 

August 25
th
. 

 

Jim Wieschendorff (aka Jim Smith) of the 

Santa Rosa East Rotary encouraged everyone 

to attend the 10
th
 Annual Veterans Day lunch on 

Tuesday, November 9
th
 and to óinvite a vetô.  

Over 700 people get fed. 

 

Gay Weir reported that she booked the Don 

Giovanniôs for the April 29, 2011 Polio Plus 

Concert at $20 a person. 

 

Gordon Freedman's 
guest, Velma Weaver, 

spoke about the 24
th
 Wine 

Country Film Festival 

Annual Evening 

Fundraiser supporting 

WCFF Environmental 

and Student Intern 

programs which is 

being held on Friday, 

August 20
th
 at 6 ï 10 

p.m. at Chateau St. 

Jean.  There is a $10 

entrance fee or $20 

includes reserved VIP 

seat and glass of 

Chateau St. Jean wine.  There will be prizes, 

games and live music.  Please join them. 

 

Frank Sites also wanted to remind us that next 

weekôs speaker and subject matter ñThe Mind is 

Magnificentò is super interesting, so please 

attend. 

 

Also, heôs in need of more people to sign up to 

get guest speakers from November thru February 

2011. 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES  

& HAPPY DOLLARS  

Gary McClernan gave 

dollars for his and 

Stephanieôs 29
th
 

anniversary on July 18th.  

They went out to dinner 

in Sonoma.   

Dave Noorthoek went to 

dinner for his birthday. 

John Brodey for his 

wifeôs birthday.  Hmmm, 

did we have to remind 

him?  Heôd better come 

up with some serious 

bling! 

Al Blake for his and Ninaôs 58
th
 Anniversary, 

Nina's birthday and their cruise to Alaska.  They 

loved the sled dogs and puppies.  He gave a 

dollar for each year 

married. 

Les Holve for his trip 

to the Ashland, OR 

Shakespeare Festival. 

Dan Grow for visit 

from his daughter, her 

husband and 3 

strapping grandsons, 

who ate (a lot) and 

played golf. 

  

 

RAFFLE  

The pot was $216 and Gordon's guest, Velma, 

drew Frank Sites ticket, but didnôt win the 

money so Frank gave her the breakfast ticket and 

asked her to come back again for a free 

breakfast. 



 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Frank Sites introduced Rotarian Todd 

VanDenburg, President of VanDenburg Capital 

Management.  

Todd took 

off his 

Rotarian hat 

to talk about 

the ñ2010 

Mid-Year 

Market 

updateò. 

 

His report 

covered a lot 

of ground 

involving the 

stock market.  

One of the things this writer got out of his report 

was that weôre still nowhere near in as bad shape 

as we were during the Great Depression and that 

things are getting better. 

 

Also, if youôre going to invest in the stock 

market, be a long term investor.  The stock 

market has always been like a roller coaster and 

short term investors usually lose money as they 

panic when their stocks begin to go down.  Wait 

it out. 

 

Another important thing about being an investor 

is to not get emotionally involved, hire a 

professional. 

 

He also covered interest rates, which right now 

are great for people and corporations borrowing, 

but not-so-great for a lot of us retired folks who 

have CDs where the interest rates have dropped 

60 ï 70%.  Ouch. 

 

His main point is to weather the storm, as in any 

given year we have no idea what the stock 

market will do and most importantly 

DIVERSIFY YOUR PORTFOLIO !!  

 

Thanks, Todd, youôre a terrific speaker. 

  

 

CLOSING 

A book will 

be donated to 

the Douglas 

Whited 

Elementary 

School library 

in Todd's 

name. 

In closing, our 

President 

thanked 

everyone for 

being an 

active part of such a wonderful organization. 

MEMBERSHIP  

 

Share Rotary with your friends. We should 

invite business friends and neighbors to a 

meeting. Who do we do business with, what 

neighbors do we know, what former Rotarians 

could be asked to join us? Clip and save the 

invitation below to give to a friend, neighbor, 

or business associate.  Please tell or email 

Gordon or Fred Polkinghorn if you are 

bringing a guest. 

 

Guests and potential Rotarians are invited 

twice at the Clubôs expense. 

 

MANY PEOPLE SAID THEY WOULD 

HAVE JOINED ROTARY HAD SOMEONE 

ASKED THEM!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


